
    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings SHA Families,  

February flew by and March is upon us. During this month we 
celebrate women; National Women’s History Month.  It’s a great 
time for students, both and male and female to explore the rich 
history and on-going history made by women.  During our spirit week 
in November, I dressed as Rosie the Riveter. Many questions arose 
regarding who I was.  Once they saw the photo a great gasp of 
Ohhhh’s bellowed through the hall. Although they knew the photo, 
they didn’t have the history.  The famous motto attached to this 
picture is, “We Can Do It”.  This motto has such a richer meaning for 
us at SHA, as we are almost at the end of our first year of a new 
adventure in the City of Springfield. Together we have accomplished 
and lived out our mission and looking forward to the new ideas, faces 
and adventure that awaits.  We definitely still have months left and 
March can be one of those longer school months, however, we are 
certain that we will continue to be our best for the world and trust 
that we CAN and WILL do it. 
  

Have a Fun Month and remember WE CAN DO IT! 
 

Vestri Optimus Pro Mundo,  
Principal Grace Howard-Donlin  

and Assistant Principal Dena Cooper 

 

 

March 2018 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Mar. 30 School Closed-Good Friday 

April 4  ‘Raise Your Voice’ at SHA 

 

SPS Youth Art Month 
See page 4 for more information!!!! 

 

THE 
GLOBE 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE POLICY Reminder… 

Springfield Public Schools Policy 

http://www.springfieldpublicschools.com/departments/pace/attendance 

Approved absences include the documentation of the following: 

1. Student illness 

2. Medical appointment for the student 

3. Death in the immediate family 

4. Observance of a religious holiday 

  5. Court appearance for the student 

A student in the Springfield Public School system cannot be absent more than 

14 sessions in a full year course or he/she will receive no credit for the course 

pending appeal. 

Truancy 

 absent without approval. 

 absent for an unacceptable reason  

 will not be able to file an appeal for days  

 A parent’s note cannot excuse truancy, if the absence does not meet the 

criteria of 

 an approved absence. 

 A student who is truant will be required to make up missed class work and 

may receive a lower grade 

Tardiness and Dismissal 

A student who is not in their classroom at the start of the class is tardy. A 

student entering the classroom after one-half of the period will be considered 

absent from that class, unless he/she has a verified pass from a teacher, 

counselor, nurse or assistant principal. If a student leaves school before half of 

the academic day has passed, then that student will be marked absent from 

school that day. 

 

Springfield Honors Academy Policy 

http://www.springfieldpublicschools.com/schools/springfield-honors-academy/parent-

student-handbook 

 

Parents must call the school attendance line (413-787-6814) by 8:00 a.m. the 

day that their child will be absent. If a phone call is not made, the parent may 

expect a call from the school office. Students are required to bring a note to the 

main office within two (2) days when they return to school that includes the 

following: a) The date of the absence b) The reason for the absence c) A phone 

number where a parent or guardian can be reached and d) The parent/guardian 

signature. This note removes the SHA demerit points attributed to the 

absence, but does not remove the absence in the SPS system. 
 

Please NOTE: Vacation days taken during regularly scheduled school time are 
unexcused absences  

Parents and/or guardians will receive written notification at the student's 5th 

absence from school and every multiple of five (5) up to thirteen (13) 

absences.   Students and Parents will receive written notification of student's loss 

of credit due to exceeding fourteen (14) absences. Attendance is required to earn 

credit for all subject areas.   

 

Questions? Contact Sara Runkle, SHA School Counselor for more 

information: 413-787-6707, runkles@springfieldpublicschools.com 
 



 

M A R C H  2 0 1 8  

 

                                               CLASSROOM UPDATES          
Ian Howes 
Biology Teacher 

howesi@springfieldpublicschools.com 

 

So glad we are getting into 

Mendelian Genetics! Now that we 

understand DNA and how it works, 

we can figure out how we inherit 

our mother’s noses and father’s 

attached earlobes. Maybe we 

can even figure out why a cow 

has spots?? Some of us saw 

Punnett Squares in middle school, 

but I hope everyone’s “FOIL” skills 

are up to date for solving double 

crosses.  
 

Happy to see the fish were 

happy on our return from break – 

special thanks to Mrs. Synnott! The 

pitcher plants in the aquaponics 

are the tallest I have ever seen 

and it’s great to know the 

Elephant Ears is consistently 

shooting new leaves. Keeping my 

eye out for buds on the passion 

fruit (over ten feet long now), but it 

might not bloom till the fall. Who 

knows? This plant has yet to flower. 

     James Ryan 
History Teacher / World Scholar  

Seminar Instructor/Service Learning  

ryanja@springfieldpublicschools.com 

      

     Pre-AP World History has been 

showcasing its artistic side, putting 

together a wall of historic tableaus 

depicting the Dark Ages and the 

Renaissance, all of which can be seen in 

our classroom if you care to drop by.  We 

have also just finished our Enlightenment 

Salon, where students took on the roles of 

various Enlightenment thinkers, such as 

John Locke, Mary Astell, Benjamin 

Franklin, and Adam Smith.  On tap: The 

Scientific Revolution, the Protestant 

Reformation, and the Meiji 

Restoration.  By the end, students will 

have a strong understanding of how new 

ideas often find opposition from those 

who wish to hold on to tradition. 

 

     The World Scholar Seminar has 

continued to explore the goal of Good 

Health and Well-Being, and now that 

students have a reasonable 

understanding of the American 

healthcare system, we have taken an 

inward focus on how the choices we 

make on a daily basis impact our health 

(hint: I’d avoid any processed 

meats…)  We will have a former military 

physician coming in soon to field 

questions about health and healthcare, 

and then will turn our attention to 

preserving life on land and under water. 

     Anjali Martins 
Mathematics (Algebra, Advanced  

Integrated Geometry) Teacher 

martinsa@springfieldpublicschools.com 

 

     In the Month of March, students 

of Algebra 1 will have finished the 

most challenging part of the seminar 

with the Unit on Quadratics. Their 

strong understanding of the 

concepts and mastery over 

algebraic skills will now help them 

navigate the worlds of Inverse, 

Exponential and Logarithmic 

Functions. These students will have a 

strong base for Algebra 2 next 

academic year. 

 

     February saw the 

commencement of the Algebra 2 

part of the Advanced Math seminar. 

The students are building 

conceptual bridges with the 8th 

Grade Math into Algebra 2. 

Concurrently, we are also reviewing 

basic algebraic manipulation and 

evaluation skills. Once we get done 

with the Unit on Functions, those 

basics will be further built upon with 

Absolute Value Functions in the next 

Unit. 

      Sara Runkle 
Wellness Teacher/School Counselor 

runkles@springfieldpublicschools.com 

 

Students in Wellness recently 

returned to work in The 7 Habits of 

Highly Effective Teens. Students 

learned about Habit 1: Be 

Proactive and are now on Habit 2: 

Begin with the End in Mind. This 

month’s focus will be on students 

writing and sharing their own 

personal mission statement.  
 

     Lance Piantaggini 
Latin Teacher 

piantagginil@springfieldpublicschools.com 

 

    Marshalls experienced what it’s like to 

learn how parts of the Latin language 

work. This kind of focus is usually studied in 

college and beyond by those interested 

in linguistics, though often is considered 

the only way to learn a language. Not 

true! All humans are hardwired for 

acquiring language (vs. learning rules 

about language).  

 

     Acquiring a language focuses on 

understanding meaning. The SHA Latin 

program is based on understanding 

meaning, providing students with a solid 

foundation in order to possibly study 

linguistics one day! 

     Margaret Hersey 
English Teacher / Demystification of   

the Arts Instructor 

herseym@springfieldpublicschools.com 

In Literature & Composition 

students have been practicing 

leadership and speaking with 

conviction in a series of student led 

discussions. The night before their 

facilitation discussion leaders design 

questions based on their reading of 

a section of To Kill a Mockingbird, 

and in class the next day they use 

those questions to drive an 

academic conversation with their 

peers. Students are consistently 

stepping up to the plate on their 

assigned day and are showing huge 

improvements from September. SHA 

students should be proud of their 

growth in this area, I certainly am!  
 

mailto:howesi@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:ryanja@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:martinsa@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:runkles@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:piantagginil@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:herseym@springfieldpublicschools.com
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THE PARENT-GUARDIAN ADVISORY COUNCIL (PGAC) 

PGAC Purpose: To provide a means for parents/guardians to have a voice 

in all major decisions through a voting process and provide opportunities for 

parents to become directly involved with communication, recruitment, 

fundraising, etc. 

Communication Chair; Mr. Kevin Anderson (parent of Amalia, Kevin, 

and Dante) 

Fundraising Chair; Patricia Hernandez (parent of Isaiah) 

Principal Liaison; Dee Brown (parent of Jafari)  

 

Please check out our website for the latest PGAC Meeting Minutes! 

 

In February, SHA students were visited by Ms. Dinah Moore, Project Director of 

‘The Big 3 STEM Pipeline’ through the Urban League of Springfield, Inc. This 

initiative is designed to expose and educate 20 high school students to various 

STEM related job, career, or entrepreneurial paths in 3 fast developing fields; 

Health, Game Science, and Cyber Security. The program runs on Tuesdays at 

STCC and Thursdays at Roger L. Putnam Voc-Tech High School from 3-5pm during 

the school year with a few Saturday commitments.  

 
 

Congratulations to the following students who will be taking part in this program: 

 

Damien Lopez      Jonise McCalla 

Jonathan Jones      Seema Nepal 

Amalia Anderson     Sulmarie Huertas 

Kevin Anderson Jr. 

 

For Questions; Contact Ms. Dinah Moore at 413-739-7211 or dmoore@ulspringfield.org.  

STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION (SGA)  

 
 

Photos from left to right; 

President: Jennifer Martinez 

Vice President: Jafari Brown 

Treasurer: Xavier Santana 

Secretary: Lexiy Hernandez 

Communication: Yashi Argawal 

ASK YOUR STUDENT 

ABOUT THE SPRING 2019 

COSTA RICA 

CONSERVATION TRIP! 

If you purchased an SHA T-shirt, they 

will be handed out this month! 
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CONTACTING SHA 

Main Number: 413-787-6707 
Attendance Reporting: 413-787-6814 
Website: http://bit.ly/SpringfieldHonorsAcademy  
Facebook: Springfield Honors Academy 
Twitter: #SpHonorsAcademy 

ADVENTURE CLUB 

Meets Bi-Weekly CULINARY Club 

Meets every other Wed. 

MATH Club 

Meets every other Wed. 2:30-4 

9th grade is an exciting year of transitions – one that marks a turning point both academically and socially. You’re finally out of middle school and you’ve been 

granted some independence. Whether your school provides you with large-scale freedom to customize your own class schedule or smaller scale freedom to start your 

own club, one thing is for certain: 9th grade is a year of exploratory opportunities. 

 

And as your opportunities increase in 9th grade, the buzz surrounding college increases as well. Before you get wrapped-up in the tangled maze of college chatter, 

allow us to set the record straight. 

3 Common Myths Debunked: 

The next four years are about building a resume.  

FALSE! The next four years are about building knowledge and character. In other words, they are about making good decisions that will influence the 

opportunities available to you down the road.  

Colleges have a checklist of required activities and accomplishments to offer admission.  

FALSE! The most vibrant college campuses want to attract students with diverse interests, skills, backgrounds, and experiences. What matters to these 

universities is not what you do, but how committed you are – to your activities, to your part-time job, even to your family obligations. 

You need to focus on your strengths and perfect them.  

FALSE! You should not let your strengths limit you. That might sound strange. How can strengths be limiting? Too often, students let themselves be defined by 

what they're good at, preventing them from exploring a different subject or activity that they may enjoy even more. 9th grade is the year to take risks. So you’re a 

basketball star? Go ahead: audition for a play. You have nothing to lose – and you’ll learn something about yourself, guaranteed.  

9th grade is about meeting your counselor and exploring newfound opportunities available to you. Don’t be afraid to challenge yourself or try 

something new. Your exploration will prepare you for college in ways you cannot imagine.  

Your 9th grade college checklist: 

Meet your school counselor.  

Don’t wait for him or her to approach you. Seek out your counselor and let him or her know that you’re interested in going to college. He or she will work with 

you to outline a path and educate you on the various steps to take. 

Don’t have a counselor? You have more resources available to you than you probably realize. Talk to your teachers, school administrators, coaches or assistant 

principals – you can even contact admission officers at colleges across the country. All of these people would be happy to help you think about your future; all you 

have to do is ask! 

Select courses that challenge you.  

If you’re not feeling stimulated by your current course load, ask your counselor or teachers about honors or advanced course options - whether they’re available, 

whether you’re eligible, and how to enroll.  

Get involved in activities that interest you.  

High school affords you more opportunities than you’ve probably ever had to explore your interests and try something you’ve never tried before. Take advantage 

of your free time in 9th grade to find what you enjoy doing – and then keep doing it.  

Talk to your parents about paying for college.  

It’s never too early to start saving for college or evaluating how you will pay for it. There are countless resources available to make college more affordable, and 

9th grade is a great time to understand what these options are.  

 

 

The SHA Mission statement: “… students  

will gain admission into, find success within, and 

ultimately graduate from competitive four-year 

colleges, ready to achieve and contribute greatly to the 

world in which they live.” 

 

DRAMA Club 

See Emma Shepard for Info. 

COLLEGE 
CORNER 

SPS Youth Art Month 
2/28-3/28 Tower Square Student Art Exhibit 

3/1/18  Opening Reception 5pm-6pm 
Eastfield Mall 

 
3/1-3/29 Eastfield Mall Student Art Display 
 (along Hannoush corridor)  
 
3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 3/24  12p-4p 

 Dane Gallery @Indian Orchard Mills 
Student Art Exhibit (34 Front Street, 
Indian Orchard MA, Bldg. 17) 

 

Celebrate the Accomplishments 

of SPS Students! 


